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present at the conferences, is taking her seat as a partner in the
Empire. Time was when the aspirations of her people led to
agitation for some greater recognition of her place in the Empire.

I wonder whether, even amongst the most sanguine, it was ever
thought that within a period of a few years she would have
attained the status she now enjoys and to which the Secretary
of State's message bears eloquent testimony. India has made
such rapid strides within the last five years that I sometimes
doubt whether we have fully appreciated the distance she has
travelled. As Viceroy, I naturally reflect upon her progress
during this period. As Viceroy, I am proud of it and am grate-
ful to England for her recognition of India's position achieved
through her efforts and through the sacrifices she made during
the War.

There are some who ask, what is India's place in the Empire ?
Where does she stand ? The answer will be found in the history
of the Imperial Councils of the last few years. We see in rapid
review India taking her place with the Home Government and
the Dominions at the Imperial Conference, at the Imperial
War Cabinet, at the great Peace Conference, at the League of
Nations, at the Washington Conference, and with them affixing
her signature to the great world celebrated treaties. I shall
not pause to recall the names of those who have taken part
in them. They are inscribed in the pages of history, and so
when Mr. Sastri arrives in the Dominions, he will again meet
those distinguished men with whom he sat last year, and he
will be conscious of his responsibility for an India which is a
partner with those dominions in the British Commonwealth of
Nations.

Let us wish him success upon his mission. It is our mission,
for we, the Government of India, are responsible for the views
he will represent. These are already well known to the Indian
public, and he may rely upon the fullest possible support from my
Government. As I see Mr. Sastri, I recall the occasion when I
first heard of him. It was in England before my departure for
India, and Mr. Montagu, the then Secretary of State, was speak-
ing to me of the distinguished personalities of India. He told
me of Mr. Sastri, and, from what he said, I expected to find, as I
have found in Mr. Sastri, an eloquent, forceful and devoted
servant of India. My knowledge of all the actions of Mr. Sastri
on his various missions has deepened and strengthened these
impressions, and I have no doubt that upon Ms return we
shall acclaim him as one who has added to the great services